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as to the adequacy of the author's conception but as to its reality. 
Does not Mr. Adler's demonstration, one asks, take for granted the 
existence of that which he seeks to prove? If there is worth, one 
may agree, we must conceive it thus ; but what if there be none? And 
again when the author declares that the conception of the ethical whole 
is, like the axioms of geometry, undemonstrable but verifiable, may 
one not suspect that the process of verification involves an appeal to 
something other than the " reality-producing functions of the mind " ? 
It is much easier, however, to find fault with metaphysical reason- 
ing than to deny, in this case, the value of the result. Mr. Adler 
would make his peace with the intuitionalists if he would admit that 
the conception of ethics which he sets forth is the result, not indeed 
of some mystic revelation conveyed by a faculty distinct from ordi- 
nary reason, but of ordinary reason guided by moral intuition, a force 
which checks and directs in some measure all human thought, urging 
it toward fundamental clearness, toward truth, toward righteousness. 



The India of the Future. By William Archer. New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1918. 

To find literary craftsmanship of a high order in a book about Brit- 
ish colonial policy is an unexpected pleasure. Mr. Archer knows how 
to impart grace and charm to matter-of-fact prose; he possesses that 
sense of unity and proportion which saves argument from tediousness, 
and he reasons with a force and fairness, a point and polish, which not 
only carry conviction but give aesthetic delight. His treatise is neither 
overpoweringly authoritative nor statistically exhaustive ; it presents no 
new or striking thesis ; but it is of value as helping to clarify a great 
problem through common sense, through common tact and justice. 

British rule in India is not an end in itself, but a means to an end, 
and the end is self-government — this is the truth which, seen in Mr. 
Archer's book from a hundred angles, chiefly impresses itself upon the 
reader's mind. In maintaining this view Mr. Archer knows that he runs 
the risk of being called by one set of critics a Little Englander, and by 
another a dullard incapable of understanding the superiorities of the 
Indian culture. He is aware that he may be subjected to a crossfire 
from the Imperialists and from the " Hinduizers." This knowledge, 
however, does not embarrass him ; it merely adds a certain liveliness to 
his style. He is at his best in the kind of two-handed controversial 
exposition that his theme demands. 

The races of India, Mr. Archer points out, are on the whole very 
high races. Physically, many of them seem to approach nearer perfec- 
tion than do the European peoples. They are not to be compared with 
races counted inferior. " The difference between the negro and the 
Indian is so enormous that the comparison seems cruel to the one and 
insulting to the other." Mentally, the Hindus give one a sense of " high 
potentiality " — a sense that is partly justified by the achievements of the 
race in the past and by the attainments of certain individuals in the 
present. But this hopeful feeling is counteracted by the impression — 
an impression scarcely to be resisted by the European visitor — that the 
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races of India have been arrested in their development ; that their " high 
potentiality " has never been realized, and that it is not now in the way 
to attain realization. 

Mr. Archer is not, of course, content with superficial views such as 
any traveller or temporary resident in India might readily formulate. 
Under several aspects and in some detail he discusses the claim of the 
Indian people to have evolved a high if not the highest civilization. 
The golden age of the past, which Hindus are fond of glorifying, he 
finds to have been characterized not by high civilization but by splendid 
barbarism. Early Hindu religion he believes to have been as seriously 
alloyed with immorality and with crude superstition as was the early 
religion of Babylon or Egypt. Nor can any special purity or pro- 
fundity, he thinks, be claimed for the later developments of Hindu 
religious thought. Asceticism, for example, as originally conceived, 
seems to have been simply a means of acquiring magical power; 
thought of in the abstract it cannot be proved to be in itself a virtue. 
Hindu literature, Hindu art, are in general marred by an unrestraint 
that is suggestive rather of the ill-governed power of barbarous 
imagination than of the controlled strength of civilized intelligence. 
Exaggeration, lavishness, are of the very soul of them. Their cruelties, 
all the subtleties of the " Hinduizers " cannot explain away. 

But perhaps racial backwardness is to be explained by oppression. 
The British rulers of India may be in part themselves responsible for the 
conditions that they deplore. Doubtless the members of the opposition 
in India are actuated by patriotic motives, and it is, to be sure, the busi- 
ness of an opposition to find fault. But these Indian patriots are 
inclined to accept too readily the simple and attractive theory that 
India suffers, as the result of British rule, a constant financial drain. 
Anyone who has dipped even slightly into native Indian political propa- 
ganda will the better appreciate the force of Mr. Archer's argument on 
this point. The real difficulty, the author shows, lies in over-population 
and in the concomitant low standard of living. 

But racial backwardness should never be confused with racial in- 
feriority. India is capable of great things ; Englishmen are not merely 
unmannerly, they are mistaken, when they regard the people of India 
with contempt; and they have no ground for assuming that English 
rule in India is a law of nature. In education, in wise political and 
economic guidance, may be found the solution of the problem of Indian 
government — a problem certain to be raised more insistently than ever 
after the great peace. 

Mr. Archer's treatise, at once keenly analytical and vividly descrip- 
tive, is as entertaining as it is argumentatively effective. 



The Wonders of Instinct. By Jean-Henri Fabre. New York : 
The Century Company, 1918. 

It really makes little difference which of Fabre's books one reads 
first; all are equally rewarding. Jean-Henri Fabre found for him- 
self a theme of endless interest — the insect world. He knew how to 



